
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President – David Graves 

214 738-5231 term expires 12/11 

Vice Pres – Greg Hedum 

972 539-9886   term expires 12/10 

Treasurer – Dean Schmidt 

972 867-3255   term expires 12/10 

Secretary – Larry Epperson 

214 349-8439   term expires 12/11 

Board Member - Dan Bunch 

972 270-0461   term expires 12/10 

Board Member - Alan Strong 

972 624-8836    term expires 12/11 

Board Member – George Johnson 

817 457-3967  term expires 12/10 

    

Appointed Positions 

Tech Advisor - Larry Rollow 

972-960-1408 

Tech Advisor - Don Andre 

817 481 3468 

Membership Chairman 

Bill Preston 

972 691-4968 

Ladies Group Chairwoman 

Vickie Penney 

214 629 2043 

 

Membership Information 
Dues are $25 per year, 

 payable to 

Dallas Area Classic Chevys, 

 mail to the club PO Box.   

To determine your renewal date, 

check your mailing label, the top 

right corner is the month/yr your 

membership expires. 
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OUR LARGEST EVENT OF THE YEAR! 

SATURDAY MARCH 13
th

  

Noon to 3PM at Reliable Chevrolet in Richardson 
 

NO ENTRY FEE, NO JUDGING, DISPLAY ONLY 
For 1955, 1956 and 1957 Chevy cars, trucks and vettes ONLY! 

street cars, race cars, project cars show cars – ALL WELCOMED! 
** LIVE MUSIC from the GHOST SURFERS! ** 

TRI FIVE CHEVY CACKLEFEST! 
GOODIE BAGS AND DASH PLAQUES FOR THE FIRST 100 ENTRIES! 

DOOR PRIZES FROM RELIABLE, ECKLERS, CPP, MEGUAIRS AND MORE! 
FAVORITE PICKS BY DACC SPONSORS! 

A MUST ATTEND EVENT FOR ALL TRI FIVE CHEVY ENTHUSIASTS! 
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Classic Heartbeat 

 

My love affair with cars started in like with so many of you 
– in high school.  While in college my first new car was a 
dream come true, a beautiful 1957 Chevrolet 210.  Sadly, 
it was sold to answer the US Army's call.  This 
fascination with '57's was eventually put on hold due to 
family and career.  In 1984 a friend offered me his 
projects: one 4-door Hardtop and two 4-door Sedans:  all 
'57 Chevys!  Wow I was excited to get back to my 
automotive roots!  The hardtop was restored for a daily 
driver and was featured in Classic Chevy magazine in 
July of 1991. 
 
In 1995 we sold our family business of 25 years and this 
brought about a conservative attitude, which led to the 
selling of our Classic ’57 Chevy.  In less than a week, my 
'57 had a new home.   Withdrawal pains began 
immediately... 
 
Six months later, with my wife's participation, we began 
the restoration of another 1957 4-door Hardtop that we 
had purchased and stored in 1987.  It was a rust-free, 
283 power pack, automatic, with factory power steering 

and power brakes, deluxe clock and radio with an original 
rear speaker.  The complete disassembly and assembly 
was done by the two of us.  Motor and transmission 
rebuild was done by professionals.  My wife did all the 
cad plating and wiring. The stainless restoration was my 
winter project.  The original deluxe clock was restored 
and installed.  Some of the many new parts used are 
front and rear springs, all the parts in the brakes, all front 
end parts, all door and window handles, windshield, side 
glass, all chrome parts, aluminum inserts, power steering 
and power brake exchange parts, four-core radiator, 
headliner and carpet.  The Matador Red and India Ivory 
colors were taken from the cowl tag.  The seats and door 
panels were rebuilt and covered by Custom Trim of 
Sherman, Texas.  For two and a half years, we worked 
restoring it to near original as possible. 
 
Now our "57 is shown often in many local shows, mostly 
north of Dallas.  It has won two Best of Show Awards, 
several first place awards and a People's Choice.   
It is driven to all club meetings, cruises and shows. 
 

More photos at www.DallasClassicChevy.com 

‘Lucky’ Larry & Darlene 
Freeman’s 

’56 Convertible 
Frisco, Texas 
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Loren Baxter 
Dallas, Texas 

 

 

 

My wife Dianne asked, “What would you like to 
do for our wedding anniversary this year?”  Well, 
it was August and like most men I hadn’t given 
that much thought.   Dianne asked, “Well, would 
you like to go to SEMA this year.  You’ve always 
wanted too.”  My response without any 
hesitation, although somewhat caught off guard, 
was sure, YES sounds great! 
 
The next question was how were we going to 
get badges to get in?  I’ve heard of many 
different ways but knew that you had to be in the 
industry or know someone.  Dianne said she 
knew some guys who had been and that they go 
from year to year and perhaps they could help.  
The challenge had begun – HOW TO GET IN.  I 
also contacted our club President David Graves, 
to see what he would/could do.  As usual his 
response, “No Problem, let me get to work on it.” 
 
The next challenge was to find a place to stay 
and a flight to Vegas.  Now, we were 8 weeks 
away and at first check, lodging was not a 
problem, “I’ll confirm later” I thought.  Looking at 
the SEMA show schedule, I noticed that on 

Wednesday morning of the week long event, they 
had an NHRA breakfast with six past greats and 
one of my favorites.  So now the rush was on.  
The breakfast line up was Bill “Grumpy” Jenkins, 
Shirley Muldowney, Bob Glidden, Don 
Prudhomme, John Force and Don Garlits.  So, 
maybe I had better get a flight and a room NOW! 
 
It was four weeks off now, and the hotels 
were FULL, Ooops!  Well, the Paris had one 
room left and we took it.  Checking in Tuesday 
and out Friday, mission accomplished!  Well, I 
wanted to be there Tuesday early enough to see a 
little of Vegas and also be sure to be in time for 
the breakfast Wednesday morning. 

The 2009 SEMA SHOW EXPERIENCE 

It began in 1963.  SEMA (Speed Equipment Manufacturing Association) was a fancy name for an association of hot rod 
part makers.  SEMA began when a group of Southern California aftermarket manufacturers with names like Edelbrock, 
Moon, Weiand, Iskenderian and Hedman among others formed an association that now is called the Specialty 
Equipment Market Association and is still referred to as SEMA.  That small group of manufacturers that banded together 
has grown today to be over 7000 companies worldwide representing aftermarket manufacturers, original equipment 
manufacturers, media, car dealers, specialty equipment distributors, installers, retailers and restoration specialists.  The 
association today represents a $32 billion a year industry with products that include performance and racing 
components, cosmetic and functional accessories, wheels and tires, mobile electronics, safety products, restoration 
parts, handling equipment, drivetrain parts and more.  The association has far exceeding the dreams of the original 
group of hot rod manufacturers that banded together in 1963. 
 
Each fall in Las Vegas, the ‘SEMA Show’ is held and it is HUGE.  The event has grown to be the largest convention to 
be held in Vegas each year, overtaking the old computer trade show called Comdex.  Anyone and everyone involved 
with the automotive industry make SEMA their big trip of the year.  This show is not open to the public and registration is 
restricted to the media, manufacturer, buyer or exhibitor.  However, as a member of the SEMA SAN group (SEMA Action 
Network), the DACC has relationships that can open doors.  This door was opened for club members Larry and Dianne 
Epperson when they expressed a desire to attend this legendary event. 
 
Following is Part One of Larry’s recap of his experience at the 2009 SEMA Show.  

 

 

The SEMA SHOW 
‘EYE CANDY” 

For anyone who likes anything on 
wheels 

By Larry Epperson 
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Classic Heartbeat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Golden Anniversary Autorama lacked the 
promotion one would expect for reaching such a 
milestone anniversary but perhaps it was a sign of 
the economy.  Regardless the DACC made an 
impressive showing with 8 fantastic Tri Five 

Chevys and this was the club’s 33rd straight year to 
have a club display in this show.  Special THANKS 
to those who volunteered to show their chevys with 
the club – Michael Brown with two cars, his ’55 Bel 
Air and ’57 Corvette, Tom McGee’s ’55 Bel Air, 
Geoff Clark’s ’55 Handyman Wagon, Larry 
Epperson’s ’57 Bel Air, Larry Freeman’s ’56 
Convertible, Billy Walker’s ’55 racer and Bryan 
Greenfield’s ’56 210.  Also thanks to Greg Hedum 
for his assistance in seeing that the club display 
items arrived timely for setup.  Other member’s Tri 
Five Chevys seen at the show included Bob 
Vaughn’s ’57 Bel Air, Jim Muellar’s ’55 Bel Air, 

Doug Pedersen’s ’55 Bel Air, Joe Ortega’s ’57 Bel 
Air, Mike Dodson’s ’56 Nomad and new member 
Garry Martin’s ’56 Bel Air and ’55 Pickup. Be sure 
and check out the photos from the show on the 

club’s website!   
  

NEXT MONTH - SUNDAY APRIL 11th
  

POKER RUN! 
The DACC Ladies Group has put together a 
great Sunday ‘Poker Run’ event in and near 
Waxahachie that will include a stop at the 

Commemorative Air Force Hanger in Lancaster 
and a stop on the town square in Waxahachie 

for lunch/shopping.  This will be a ‘driving 
event’ with 5 stops and at the end we will see 

how the cards play out!  More details in 

upcoming emails and the next newsletter. 

 

Texas Muscle Car Club 
Challenge Drag Racing Series 

NEXT RACE  
SUNDAY MARCH 14th  

Texas Motorplex 
 

Race #1 is already in the books and next up is Race 
#2 on Sunday March 14

th
 at the quarter mile super 

track in Ennis - The Texas Motorplex.  Make plans to 
participate or cheer on the DACC as the Tri Five 
Chevys take to the strip for points and fun!  Gates 

open at 8AM.  Look for the DACC Tri Five 
contingency in the pits (usually Tom Walker’s white 

enclosed trailer)!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MORE INFO at TMCCC.org and the 

DACC Chat Board  

 

PLAN TO JOIN US FOR  

THE 28
th
 ANNUAL  

LONE STAR CLASSIC CHEVY 
CONVENTION 

MAY 14-16, 2010 
If you have not done so, you need to make your hotel 

reservations soon for San Antonio and Lone Star XXVIII.  
The DACC is planning a caravan to San Antonio on 

Friday May 14
th
 leaving in the morning and traveling an 

alternate route to San Antonio (rather than take Interstate 
35).  The route will take us down Hwy 67 to Hwy 281 

taking us through small towns such as Glen Rose, Hico, 
Marble Falls, Johnson City among others.  The drive will 
be casual and with planned stops allowing to arrive in 

San Antonio Friday evening.  For current information that 
is available for the event including hotel contact 

numbers, go to www.LoneStarChevys.com.  The host 
club this year is the Alamo Classic Chevy Club.  And 
don’t forget next year DACC will host Lone Star XXIX!  
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THIS MONTH 
DACC TECH MEETING 
AT WILSON AUTO! 

Saturday June 13
th
 at 11:30 

BRING YOUR 
QUESTIONS! 
LUNCH PROVIDED!  

 

You would think that finding a flight to Vegas of all 
places would not be a problem, WRONG!!  Well, 
after several phone calls we found a 7:30 AM 
flight on U.S Airways.  
 
I signed up for the breakfast and now the wait was 
on again! 
 
Over the next few weeks I made daily inquiries to 
the SEMA website checking to see if they had 
received my request and contacted David to see if 
he had heard anything.  David’s comments over 
the next weeks were not to worry, we would get 
the badges.  Finally the SEMA website showed 
our badges were approved but not shipped.  
David said just plan to pickup your badges at the 
front desk, and since I had a tendency to lose 
things I thought this was probably a good idea.  
Well, one week left and our badges arrived at our 
house.  SUCCESS and I could rest, although 
David gave some us some contact names just in 
case. 
 
It was time now and we spent the last night 
getting packed with proper attire, we thought, for 
the week’s events.   Badges and breakfast tickets 
packed, we were ready!  The alarm rang and it 
was 4 AM.  We were up, dressed and headed to 
the airport.  I’ve made pre-arrangements for 
parking so all was good.  We shuttled directly to 
the gate, passed through security and before we 
knew it, it was 6 AM.  It didn’t take as long as we 
had anticipated so a little airport breakfast was 
next and then the waiting game.  We started to 
board a little after 7 and the plane was ‘packed’ 
with a pretty even breakdown of Vegas, rodeo, 

business & SEMA travelers. 
 
We left Dallas at 7:30 AM and arrived in at 8:08 AM 
Vegas time - pretty quick!  We got to the hotel and 
but the room was not ready and would not be ready 
until after 3:00 PM.  We decided to check our bags 
and grab the shuttle to SEMA.  We got the badges 
out of our suit case, checked our bags and were 
gone, right?  “Dianne, do you have the badges?”  
No, you had them in your hand at the concierge 
desk.  They must have been in the suit case.  We 
went back and retrieved our bags, NO BADGES!  
Now we back tracked our last few steps without any 
success in finding our badges.  Being just a ‘little’ 
upset, we hopped on the SEMA shuttle bus and 
headed to the show not knowing what would 
happen when we got there.  I was preparing a 
speech of excuses, as we went.  There was a 
check-in area, and a very long line, but since we 
were pre-registered it was not a problem.  We got 
new badges and after a brief cool down period we 
were in the show!  (I’m embarrassed to admit but 
just to let you know that if it should happen to you, 
all is not lost)  We hung our badges around our 
necks and headed out to see what SEMA was all 
about.  We started in the tire section and there was 
a whole building full of tires, street, drag racing, 
short, tall and extremely tall and some very wide.  
Holy Cow this is going to be more than I dreamed! 
 
It was a busy first day!  We would do better 
tomorrow! 

 

SEMA SHOW STORY CONTINUED 

Catch PART 2 of Larry Epperson’s ‘Excellent 
Adventure’ to the ’09 SEMA SHOW next month 
with details about meeting Chip Foose, NHRA 
Drivers Breakfast, seeing the GM Performance 

Parts New E-Rod ’55 Chevy and more! 



 

  

  

      

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
st
 Class Mail 

 

Name 
Address 
City, State Zip 

PO Box 814642 
Dallas, TX 75381 

 

 

 

RELIABLE 
CHEVROLET 

800 N Central Expressway 
(Arapaho and Central) 

Richardson 75080 

www.ReliableChevrolet.com 

THIS SATURDAY! 
March 13th Noon – 3PM 

Spring Classic 

Chevy Show 
at Reliable Chevrolet! 

866 376 9195 
 

 


